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BROOKLYN By RealDoll
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GEMINOID F  
By Hiroshi Ishiguro 
Laboratories

The idea of having romantic relationships with robots may seem ridiculous – but you’ve gotta 
admit… intriguing. As robotics and artificial intelligence continue to advance, the understanding 
and programming of love could help mediate potential disastrous trajectories, alleviating the fear 
of our technological reflections outpacing us in the game of life, and instead, guiding us towards 
an enjoyable, peaceful, and loving co-existence. 
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PYGMALION  
By Jean-Baptiste Regnault, 
1786, Musée National du 
Château et des Trianons
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TAMAGOTCHI

Love is fundamental to the fabric of human society 
as well as our individual psyches. It motivates our 
emotions and drives our future. The notion of a 
romance between humans and their mechanical creations 
dates back to ancient Greece, with the story of the 
artist Pygmalion1, one of several poems written by the 
Roman poet Ovid in his narrative poem Metamorphoses. 
In the myth, Pygmalion is a Cypriot sculptor who, from 
shyness and criticality, locks himself away from the 
world and creates a beautiful ivory sculpture, which 
he named Galatea. He quickly fell in love with his 
creation, it being so fair and life-like. Pygmalion 
silently obsessed over her beauty and made offerings 
to the goddess Aphrodite for a wife who would be 
the living likeness of his ivory Galatea. One day, 
upon returning home, he kissed the statue and found 
her lips to be warm; touched her and discovered her 
statuesque hardness to be soft. Aphrodite (the goddess 
of love, beauty, pleasure, and procreation, no less), 
had granted the Pygmalion’s desire. Pygmalion and 
Galatea were married and eventually had a son, who 
was called Paphos. 

Apprehension about machines becoming our enemies is 
still a very prevalent sentiment in our society. In 
the 20th century, there was a great deal of angst 
about dystopian technological scenarios, explored in 
literature such as E.M. Forster’s The Machine Stops, 
Phillip K. Dick’s Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep, 
and William Gibson’s Neuromancer, and in movies 
like Stanley Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey, James 
Cameron’s The Terminator, and The Wachowski Brothers’ 
The Matrix. The idea of a romantic relationship with 
a sentient robot might be considered taboo for many 
reasons explored in these narratives, including that 
it would obsolesce human-to-human relationships; it 
would ask us to be other than what we are and accuse 
those apprehensive as fearful of change and thus 
ignorant; it would ask us to redefine the idea of 
love when we already don’t understand it fully; and 
it would greatly influence the path and speed of our 
future physiological and spiritual evolution10. 

And yet, another theme is begining to emerge in 
contemporary discourse. Instead of a dystopian future 
where machines and technology are to be feared, people 
are starting to toy with the notion of a utopian 
future where sentient robots will be our lovers. 
David Levy is one such person and has written a book 
on the possibilities, Love and Sex with Robots: The 
Evolution of Human-Robot Relationships, in which he 
explores psychology, sexology, sociology, robotics, 
artificial intelligence, and gender studies and what 
it will take in order for humans to become comfortable 
with the possibilities.  

Similar to Levy, the artist-turned-engineer Hiroshi 
Ishiguro creates eerily life-like robots and is driven 
by the idea of understanding and creating the illusion 
of life, what he calls sonzai-kan or a ‘presence’. 
Ishiguro’s robot Geminoid F2 looks believably life-
like in person, that is, until she ‘turns on’ and 
speaks. There is a stunted quality to her movements 
and no returned gaze in her programmed interpersonal 
interactions. The uncanny valley3 quality is really 
apparent. She feels a bit like technological kitsch, 
reminiscent of Walter Benjamin’s notion of the loss of 
the aura of art through its mechanical reproduction. 
Companies that create ‘sex’ dolls, like RealDolls3 
or TrueCompanion also make some of the most true-to-

life human forms. They look and feel real and with 
sentience could be a game-changer in the evolution 
of human-robot relationships. Yet their love is not 
reciprocated, and the recognition and consent to a 
mutual experience is absent. They are shells, like 
Pygmalion’s ivory Galatea. A fundamental component of 
not only love comes from an unconscious recognition 
of the other and the consent to a mutual spiritual 
experience. So although we are able to create 
realistic representations, and, on occasion, extend 
our affection and longing or an obsessional lust to 
even the most basic of these representations (e.g. 
Tamagotchi4), it is rare to have real, consummate 
love14 without this spiritual ‘presence’ and a gaze of 
recognition. The research project Lovotics organized 
by Dr. Hooman Samani is  taking steps toward exploring 
the programming and mechanics of affection in robots. 
By understanding the physics, physiology, and emotions 
of the human to replicate it in the robot, ultimately 
they hope to understand and create new forms of love 
relationships. If love is, in part, a declaration 
and celebration of a recognition of presence, then 
discovering a way to create that development of spirit 
and recognition would be incumbent upon us in the 
spiritual advancement of, and connection to, our 
technological reflections. 

Our robotics companions do live, in some sense of the 
word, today. And while there is still a long road 
ahead to create a truly life-like being, the fields 
of robotics and artificial intelligence have recently 
brought to life a variety of personalities whose 
popular recognition provides them with a presence in 
and of themselves: Asimo by Honda who has an impressive 
AI that allows it to interact intentionally with the 
world, recognizing and greeting people; Big Dog by 
Boston Dynamics who has a disturbing yet articulate 
sense of movement; Geminoid F by Hiroshi Ishiguro 
Laboratories which takes on a realistic human facade; 
Opportunity the AI/rover who is currently exploring 
the surface of Mars and deciding what to examine and 
send back to us on Earth; and the Jeopardy-famous 
supercomputer Watson, who has a system of expressions 
to match his complex cognitions. 

The idea of integrating ourselves with technology is 
an exciting (and terrifying) prospect. The notion of 
human and robot relationships will trigger deeply 
human responses, and will most likely be incredibly 
polarizing. Yet in the last century our attitudes to 
a variety of sexual practices has steadily become 
more liberal. To those who would be apprehensive, one 
could say that we humans are essentially biological 
programs, evolved by nature through millennia, and 
thus some sort of organic machines ourselves. We 
have always been adapting, evolving, striving for 
understanding, and finding connections and meaning 
since the beginning of time. Nature is not always 
the best designer, and has afforded us adequate means 
for survival, but nonetheless limited. Once the taboo 
has worn off and we aren’t afraid to experiment with 
open human-robot relationships, it’s possible that 
it will fundamentally change what relationships are 
to us as humans. Humans falling in love with robots, 
the legalization of human-robot marriages, and the 
progeny of those relationships will be a turning point 
in human evolution, and the threshold to a trans-
human future where new human morphologies, senses, 
experiences, and potentials abound.

NULL PRESENCE
Series By Ryan Whittier Hale

Hale’s work challenges our 
interest in fostering deeper 
connections to an ever-
advancing synthetic existence 
and our dependence on using 
avatars as surrogate selves to 
mediate our human interactions. 
He questions if, as a result, 
we’re becoming too comfortable 
in acclimating to a reduced  
intensity of human intimacy.

‘Cloth’ from series Null Presence



TECHNOLOGICAL BEAUTY
What will it mean to be beautiful to 
our technology? It’s an interesting 
consideration, particularly in respect 
to our past representations and inter-
pretations of the idea of beauty. 
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DATA MASKS
By: Sterling Crispin; 2014

“What are we as humans and as 
individual people? Are we simply 
a series of statistical proba-
bilities and biometric patterns? 
Systems of representing human 
beings identities have contained 
with them many ontological assump-
tions about what it is to be an 
individual and what personal iden-
tity is. The previously described 
surveillance and biometric identi-
fication systems define the human 
as a “what” ie: that which can be 
measured, not as a “who” ie: our 
inner self. When human identity is 
extruded through these instruments 
of mathematics and computation 
there is a great reduction of how 
humans are represented.”

Find the complete project at:  
sterlingcrispin.com/data-masks.html
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POSTHUMAN TRAJECTORY
ALIVE (MOVING)
NOT ALIVE (STILL)

Y - FEELING OF FAMILIARITY
X - HUMAN LIKENESS
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LOVE & SENSATION
The translation of sensory 
data into emotional expe-
rience is chemical, yet 
nonetheless mystical. As 
we continue to understand 
love ourselves and to pro-
gram affection and romantic 
motivations in our robots, 
it’s interesting to consid-
er how the concept of love 
will evolve once different 
interpretations are pre-
sented and explored.
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The Unbeating Heart

9

12

10

Extra-Sensory Perception

(NOTES)

5. From the book De Divina Proportione, 
written by Luca Pacioli and illustrated by 
Leonardo DaVinci (1497)

6. Ergonomics provide models for how we can 
best interface with our technology

7. Adapted from Somatotype Studies by William 
Herbert Sheldon

8. Post-Human Trajectory adapted from The Second 
Uncanny Valley by Jamais Cascio (2007)

9. A concept of data-to-wisdom transformation 
explored in information science

10. From the movie Lawnmower Man (1992)
11. Continuous-flow artificial heart developed by 

Bud Frazier and Billy Cohn
12. Triangular Theory Of Love by Robert Sternberg
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CHEZ DEEP
By: Alexis Penney, Bailey Stiles, 
Hari Nef, Sam Banks, & Colin 
Self; 2012-ongoing

“Chez Deep is a project utiliz-
ing a queer family as a site for 
raising attentiveness to body and 
consciousness. Initially a drag 
collective of five gender-variant 
transhumans, Chez Deep has trans-
formed into a family creating 
ceremonial evocations, grievanc-
es, and celebrations of post- 
human living through collaged 
audio and spoken narratives.”

Find the complete project at:  
colin-self.com/chez-deep 
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TRANSHUMAN MORPHOLOGIES
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